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General Body Meeting

4:00pm to 6:00pm 



Minutes



Date: 22nd Feb 2009

I. Introduction : The officers President Priya Pakhanavar, SGA Representative Doyle Rodrigues, Webmaster Vishal Jadhav, Special Events Co-ordinator Nupur Agarwal introduced themselves to the members present for the meeting.
II. Events of the year 2008 – 2009: Priya talked about the different events organized by ISA for the year 2008-2009. The events were discussed with the intent to make the new students familiar of the events organized by ISA and for the new council to understand the process involved in organizing the events. Pictures of events were presented to the members.
1. Holi

2. 8th Annual Cricket Tournament

3. Temporary accommodation fall 2008

4. New Students Welcome Party Fall 2008

5. Independence Day

6. Clothing Drive for Victims of Hurricane Ike

7. Diwali 2008

8. Temporary accommodation Spring 2009
9. New Students Welcome Party Spring 2009
III. Achievements  

1. Achieved the Target of the ISA Scholarship Endowment: Priya explained to the members that the year 2008-2009 was the last year for the 5 year endowment and the council was successful in completing the endowment amount by depositing $1222 for the scholarship. Members were encouraged to apply specifically for the ISA scholarship while applying for the Stars scholarship. 
2. Winner of Global Expo 2008: Global Expo was explained to the members. Global expo is an event where booths from different countries are set to exhibit their culture. 
3. Temporary Accommodation Fall 2008 / Spring 2009: Doyle talked about the temporary accommodation for fall and spring. Special mention was done for the spring semester as the accommodation was handled by the students who came in fall in the absence of the council. A total of 110 students in fall 08 and 60 students in spring 09 were provided with temporary accommodation.
IV. Actions implemented to maintain and utilize the finances: Priya told the members that since the treasure had taken transfer to another university, she had taken the charge of the finances. She presented the finances for the year 2008-2009 with the help of an excel sheet with expenses, profits, money put in by the organization, balance for each event organized. The council started with $ 811 and will be forwarding an amount of $ 1677 after putting in $ 1222 for ISA scholarship. 
V. Future Business

1. ISA Elections and handover: Doyle explained the different roles of the officers. In addition Vishal, Nupur shared their experiences regarding their respective positions. Naineesh alumni also gave a piece of advice to the aspirants.
2. SGA Fund request for the 9th Annual Cricket Tournament: Doyle spoke about the ceasing budget of the SGA for the spring and summer semester. He made the members aware that in order for the budget for cricket to get approved immediate action should be taken by the new council that will be formed. The current council promised to help the new council with the budgeting and presentation for the SGA fund request.
3. Holi 2009 – The upcoming ISA event holi was discussed with the members sharing their experience about the holi celebrated for the year 2008
VI. Consensus on using the new modified ISA Logo: The council was in the process of modifying the ISA Logo (banner on the website). We had requested Carlos Alexis a student with arts as his specialization to help us modify the logo. Carlos is from Equador and had also performed (played the flute quancha and paya) at the Diwali 2008. All the members unanimously agreed on applying the new logo on the website. A decision on taking a poll from the members who were not present for the meeting result was taken. A poll on yahoo groups is created.  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/isa-uhcl/surveys?id=2832001
VII. ISA participation in Cultural Extravaganza 2009: President Priya talked about the Cultural Extravaganza which is an annual event organized by the Intercultural and International Student Services office. The event will be taking place on 28th March and is an event where participants from different counties perform.  SGA Representative Doyle Rodrigues talked about ISA participating in cultural extravaganza not only by performing but also as volunteers. Doyle also talked about the deadline for submitting the forms for performances which is 6th March.
VIII. General issues faced by ISA members as international students: President Priya asked the members if they had any issues that they would like to discuss or need ISA as a medium to help them solve their problems. Gaurav Joshi a new student came up with his problems that he had to go through because of the delay from the International advisors. Gaurav could not get instate as the advisors did not submit the documents needed before the states deadline to apply for instate. Gaurav wanted to know if any other students have any issues similar as he plans to take this issue up with the officials. He assured that the names of the students will not be disclosed. 
IX. Volunteer of the year Award: The current council was thankful to all the members for supporting the council by volunteering for the events as it was not possible to have successful events without their support. A special mention about the pre – Diwali night was mentioned where the council had a support of 70 members who stayed back till early morning to decorate the atrium. It was a hard decision to pick one volunteer so the council decided to give the volunteer of the year award to two volunteers.
1: Dhruv Chopra (Graduated in December)

2: Akshay Balasubramaniun 

X. Date to note : ISA Elections February 28th 2009 Delta Building room 241 at 2:00 pm.
